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Together We Thrive 
 Newsletter (1) Term 1 2025Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to another exciting year at Ethelbert Road Primary School. I hope you all had an enjoyable summer and are feeling rested and ready for the term ahead. I am really looking forward to working with you and your children as Headteacher to make sure your child/children enjoy learning in our exciting, creative and nurturing environment.  

I would like to take this opportunity to extend a very warm welcome to the parents and children starting with us this year. We are looking forward to getting to know you all. I know you are going to have the most amazing learning journey at our school.

As always if you have any worries or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or your class teacher.
Michele Kirkbride
Headteacher                

This newsletter contains information to help you and your child settle back into the school routine; however, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff, email your class team, or speak to Mrs Vitello or myself. 
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Meet the Teacher Meetings        
We are holding ‘Meet the teacher Meetings’ in September. Please see below the date of your child’s class meeting.  
Class
Date
Times
Purple Class
Year 1
Tuesday 16th September
3:30pm
Yellow Class
Year 2
Wednesday 17th September
3:30pm
Onyx Class
Year 6
Thursday 18th September
3:30pm
Green Class 
Year 5
Tuesday 23rd September
3:30pm
Blue Class
Year 3
Wednesday 24th September
3:30pm
Red Class
Year 4
Thursday 25th September
3:30pm

Please try and attend these meetings as the Class Teacher will be discussing a number of different topics which will support your child across the year. It will also give you a chance to ask any questions you may have. 
If you cannot make the meeting, please do not worry as the information will be placed on the Class Pages. 
We look forward to welcoming you all back into the school and to working with you all
 in 2025 – 2026.







[image: ]Meet the Governors
Ethelbert Road would like to say a huge thank you to our wonderful governors who give up their time to support our school.



Attendance

A big thank you to all our families for ensuring your child attends regularly.
You may be aware from press coverage that fines for time out of school, especially holidays in term time have changed. All state funded schools must consider whether a penalty notice for absence is appropriate in each individual case where one of their pupils reaches the national threshold for considering a penalty notice. 
 
Ethelbert Road would like to advise parents/carers that holidays in term time will not be authorised and the school may request that a penalty notice is issued. Penalty notices can be escalated and so parents can make informed decisions regarding term time leave of absences the details are below:
 
Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each child and the amount will be £160 if paid within 28 days, reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days.
 
If a second penalty notice is issued within a rolling 3 year period, then the charge will be a flat rate of £160 per parent per child if paid within 28 days.
 
In both instances failure to pay the penalty in full at the end of the 28 days period may result in prosecution by the Kent PRU and Attendance Service.
 
In the event of three or more periods of unauthorised absence within a 3 rolling year period, a penalty notice will not be issued. A referral will be made to Kent PRU and Attendance Service Courts Team who will consider the case for prosecution
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New Intake 2026 Tour Dates
Ethelbert Road are offering small group tours and open afternoons in September, October and November. Tours will take place on either the morning or afternoon, and be limited to 5 families per tour. Open afternoons will be open to more families and start with a talk in the hall, before a tour of the school by some of our older children.
Please phone the school office on 01795 533124, or email our office staff on office@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk to book a place. Alternatively, you could view our virtual tour.
 
Tour dates and times:

Tuesday 30th September - tour 09:30

Thursday 2nd October - tour and open afternoon 1:30

Monday 6th October -tour and open afternoon 1:30

Wednesday 8th October - tour 09:30

Tuesday 14th October - tour 09:30

Wednesday 5th November -tour and open afternoon 1:30

Please take a look at our amazing website, including our Year R starters page 2026. This can be found on our website, in the Class Pages. You will find some useful information on this page and gain a sense of our school provision. 

             
      





On line Safety for Parents
Children's experiences online are unique and constantly changing, so it can be hard to keep up. If you are wondering how, you could support your child to navigate everything on line, please take a look at our e-safety page on our website: https://www.ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk/e-safety/. On line resources are forever changing and therefore it is important for parents to have the tools they need to support their child stay safe and happy on line. You can find information on our school website on how we keep your child safe, as well as information for yourself. A super site is Internet Matters where parents can find information and safety settings for your child's devices and apps, along with guidance to tackle online issues they may face https://www.internetmatters.org/. 

By working together, we can teach our children how to be safe and kind to others on line, but most importantly teach them what to do when things go wrong. 
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Mrs Rix will be holding a Reading Meeting on Tuesday 23rd September at 2.15pm for all YR parents/carers.
During this meeting we will explain how we teach reading through phonics, and give ideas of how you can support your child at home. Working in partnership is the best start your child can have when learning to read and we really hope that you can all attend.
All YR parents should have received an email regarding this, but please do contact the office if you have not received it.

Secondary School Appliplications for Year 6

Applications to apply for a secondary school place opened on Monday 1 September 2025. You must apply for a secondary school place for your child to start year 7 at secondary school. You will need to do this when your child is in year 6 at primary school.

You must apply before Friday 31 October 2025.

Information on how to apply can be found here: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-places/secondary-school-places

Information about secondary school open days and evenings can be found on the secondary school website, or on the Year 6 page of the Ethelbert Road website: https://www.ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk/secondary-transition-1/

If you book a tour in school time you will need to fill in a leave of absence form and return it to the school office before you attend.  






Safeguarding Team
Safeguarding our children is a very important part of our practice and it is important that parents are confident and knowledgeable about the school’s arrangements to keep their child safe. Information for parents can be found on our website under the Our School tab: https://www.ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk/safeguarding/



If you would like any further information, or have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact the
headteacher/Designayed Safeguarding Lead: 
headteacher@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk

FRENCH LESSONS 
FRENCH LESSONS are returning once again to Ethelbert Road!
These lessons are held at lunchtimes on Mondays and Wednesdays by Mrs Sarah Austen – who is a past parent of the school but also runs French and Spanish language classes in Faversham under the name Languages for Kids. There is a fee for each lesson = £5.60. There are usually 5 or 6 lessons a term. French culture and festivals are also taught including Christmas, New Year and Easter classes!
Lessons use a mixture of a fun workbook plus lots of singing, rhymes, games and speaking practice! Key Stage One are taught separately to Key Stage Two so that the level is right for their age.
Interested? Please contact Sarah Austen for further information or to book your child in! Sarah Austen: 07967 706868 / 01795 591921 or sarahaustenlanguages@yahoo.co.uk
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Harvest Festival

On Monday 13th October years 1 to 6 will be celebrating our Harvest Festival Service at St Mary of Charity Church in Faversham. The service will start at 9:30am and children should be dropped off at school at the usual time. 
There is plenty of room in the church so please do come along to join us. We will be singing harvest songs, thinking about why we celebrate harvest and donating much needed food and necessities to Faversham Food bank. 
Please send all donations into school on Thursday 9th or Friday 10th October, in order for us to take them to the church via the minibus on Monday afternoon. There is an up to date list of what is most needed at this site: https://faversham.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
If you would like to make a monetary donation to the foodbank please follow this link: https://faversham.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ . 
If you are able to walk with the school to the Church on the day of the harvest festival, please do let us know by Wednesday 1st October, in order ensure there is enough seating reserved for parent helpers.

Year R will be holding their own Harvest celebration in school. 
The date of Year R’s celebration and further information will follow                                                       shortly.
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Swimming Lesson Year 4

Year 4 started their swimming lessons on Wednesday and what a great time they had! They will be going for a total of 6 weeks.
If you have not already done so, please make your payment of £26 either into the office or into our bank account, clearly stating what payment is for.
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Faversham Gym 

The year 5 children will be started their gym lessons yesterday at Faversham Gym. They walk to the gym and return before the end of the school day. There will be a total of six sessions. We would be grateful if you could make a contribution of £6 to go towards the cost, which can be paid into the office or into our bank account clearly stating what payment is for.      
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Year 6 PGL residential trip
It is not long now until our year 6 children will be on their way to Grosvenor Hall for their residential trip.
The children (and staff) are very excited about this adventure. They will certainly be kept very busy taking part in lots of wonderful activities.

All details can be found on our website under the year 6 class page. 
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Pyjama Disco
On Friday 10th October, our School Council will be holding our first Pyjama Disco!

The EYFS and KS1 disco runs straight after school until 4pm, and the KS2 disco from 4:15pm until 5:15pm.

Children are invited to wear their pyjamas to school all day                                                                                                  on this day. If your child has PE on Friday, this session will be                                                                                                                pyjama friendly!”
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Playtime Snack
Morning play is at 10.30am. All year groups play together. This is an opportunity for each class to mix and for siblings to see each other. The Reception, Year 1 & 2 children have fruit (provided by the ‘Fruit for Schools’ scheme) which they eat at morning break. 
The Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 children can bring in a healthy snack from home to eat at morning play if they wish to. Please remember that we do not allow nuts in school.
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Music Lessons
Violin, Viola, Cello and Piano lessons are available to sign up for at Ethelbert Road. These sessions are held during the school day by professional music teachers. 
If you would like to ask any further questions, book lessons for your child, or would like to request you child is added to the waiting list then please email the music teachers at:
 music@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk 



If you are in receipt of Pupil Premium and need support for your child to access music lessons, please speak to Mrs Kirkbride
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Shakespeare Club
Shakespeare Club will be starting in Term 2.
Mrs Jago will be sending out further information later this term regarding this very popular club.
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[bookmark: _Hlk135139307]School uniform Reminder
School uniform plays a key role in promoting pride, self-confidence, and a feeling of belonging within the student body. These factors contribute to students' wellbeing, removing the additional pressures of deciding what to wear and added stress of meeting the expectations of their peers.
School Uniform reminders:
· Skirts, dresses and shorts must sit just above the knee. Your child will be undertaking activities throughout the day that make short skirts, dress and shorts inappropriate to wear. 
· All long hair (to the shoulders) must be tied up 
· No jewellery and earrings must be small plain studs. Earrings MUST be removed for PE sessions (please speak to the class team if your child has had their ears pierced during the summer)
· Children must only wear PE kit on PE days, or if told by the teacher. We have spare jumpers and cardigans if you need them, so please ask. 
· No PE kit to be worn on club days. Children can do clubs in their uniform or change into PE kit.
· Children must wear sensible black shoes. No open toe sandals or crocs. All shoes must have a back or ankle strap.

The school has a bank of school uniform if you would like some. Please come and ask the school office or your class teaching team if there is anything you need. We are always able to help.
If your child needs adjustment to the uniform due to religious, SEND, medical or other reasons please speak to Mrs Kirkbride or Mrs Vitello.




































Equality
As part of our continuing work on equality for all our stakeholders, we would like to remind parents to come and talk to their child’s class teacher, the SENCo or Headteacher if they require any reasonable adjustments. The school is passionate about working closely with all our stakeholders and we will continue to work with everyone to meet all needs.
You can read our Equality Objective Statement on our website https://www.ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk/equality-objectives-statement/ 

















 Fundraising
What amazing events we held last year to raise funds for our school and children.
A big thank you to everyone who has helped and supported us with these.
Please keep an eye out for dates of this year’s events which we will notify you of shortly.
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	Payments
	

	
	

	
A reminder of how to pay for the following:


	Clubs/Trips/PGL/Swimming:
	Account name: Ethelbert Road Primary School
Bank name: Natwest
Account number: 81845782
Sort code:51-70-55


	Breakfast & after school club:
	Account name: KCC Re Ethelbert Road Primary School
Bank name: Natwest
Account number: 83294880
Sort code: 60-60-08


	School lunches:
	Cash or cheque made payable to Chartwells




Email
Please note that emails sent to the class inbox should only be used for curriculum related queries. 
All attendance, medical and any other enquiries should go to the office:
Office: office@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Reception (Orange): yr@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 1(Purple): y1@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 2 (Yellow): y2@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 3 (Blue): y3@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 4 (Red): y4@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 5 (Green): y5@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk
Year 6 (Onyx): y6@ethelbert-road.kent.sch.uk










 Attendance

 







Dogs on Site
This is a polite reminder that we do not allow dogs on the school site. Please tie your dog up on the garden fence if you bring your dog to school and not the front playground gate. This is because some children are scared of dogs and will find it difficult to leave the site if there is a dog present. 
Thank you for supporting us with this. 
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[image: ]Chartwells lunches – price increase

Please be advised that from September the price of a school lunch will increase to £2.97 per day.
The cost for term 1 will be £95.04
Please make payment to the office by cash or cheque made payable to Chartwells.

The current menu will still be in place in term 1 and can be found on our website.

Please note that all lunches must be paid for in advance



Dates for the academic year 2025-2026
Please note: these dates could be subject to change

	Academic Year 2025/2026

	Term 1

	Friday 12th September
	Y4 Trip to Maidstone Museum

	Tuesday 16th September
	Year 1 Meet the Teacher

	Wednesday 17th September
	Year 2 Meet the Teacher

	Thursday 18th September
	Year 6 Meet the Teacher

	Tuesday 23rs September
	Reception Class Reading and Tapestry Meeting

	Tuesday 23rd September
	Year 5 Meet the Teacher

	Wednesday 24th September
	Year 3 Meet the Teacher

	Thursday 25th September
	Year 4 Meet the Teacher

	Monday 22nd September –
Friday 26th September
	Y6 Residential trip

	Friday 10th October 
	Pyjama Disco

	Monday 13th October
	Harvest Festival – Years 1 – 6 St Mary’s Church

	Date TBC
	Harvest Celebration – Year R – in school

	Thursday 16th October
	Last day of term

	Friday 17th October 
	INSET Day – school closed to children 

	Term 2
	

	Monday 27th October
	Children return to school

	Friday 14th November 
	Non Uniform – in return for a fair prize
Film Night

	Monday 17th November
	Year 1 and 2 Parent and Teacher Consultation

	Tuesday 18th November
	Late Parent and Teacher Consultation

	Wednesday 19th November
	Year R (am), Year 5 and Year 6 (pm)  Parent and Teacher Consultation

	Thursday 20th November
	Year 3 and 4 Parent and Teacher Consultation

	Friday 28th November
	Christmas Fair 

	Tuesday 16th December
	Year 3 and 4 Production 

	Thursday 18th December
	End of Term

	Friday 19th December
	INSET Day – school closed to children

	Term 3
	

	Monday 5th January 
	Children return to school

	
	

	Friday 13th February 
	Last day of term

	Term 4
	

	Monday 23th February 
	Children return to school

	
	

	Thursday 2nd April 
	Last day of term

	Term 5
	

	Monday 20th April
	Children return to school

	
	

	Friday 22nd May
	Last day of term

	Term 6
	

	Monday 1st June
	INSET Day – school closed to children

	Tuesday 2nd June 
	Children return to school

	
	

	Tuesday 21st July 
	End of school Year 2025/2026

	Happy Summer Holidays Everyone!
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	



INSET DAYs 2025/2026

INSET DAY 1 – Monday 1st September 2025
INSET DAY 2 – Tuesday 2nd September 2025
INSET DAY 3 – Friday 17th October 2025
INSET DAY 4 – Friday 19th December 2025
INSET DAY 5 – Monday 1st June 2026





Term Dates
TERM 1 = Wednesday 3rd September – Thursday 16th October 2025. 

TERM 2 = Monday 27th October – Thursday 18th December 2025.

TERM 3 = Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 2026.

TERM 4 = Monday 23rd February – Thursday 2nd April 2026.

TERM 5 = Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May 2026.

TERM 6 = Tuesday 2nd June 2026 - Tuesday 21st July 2026.
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