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Make a milk bo le ELMER

Create a whole herd of colou ul decorated elephants using
empty milk containers and tissue paper!

You will need:

An empty and clean plastic milk container for each
child (remove the lid, label and wash out the inside)

Brightly coloured tissue paper cut into squares

PVA glue
Scissors

Googly eyes

Card
To use paint on

your elephant, mix

Instructions: PVA glue with ready
mix paint.

Top Tip:

® Askagrown-uptocuto thebo om ofthebo le
to create Elmer's legs and trunk, then cut out Elmer’s

ears using the card.

@ Cover the su ace of the bo le with PVA glue and then stick tissue
paper squares all over the elephant in an ElImer patchwork style.

@ Stick Elmer’s ears to his head and cover with patchwork

tissue paper squares.

@® Once your elephant is complete, give it another coat
of PVA glue to varnish.

@ Finally, add some eyes (we've added googly eyes but you
could make your own with paper and pens).

@ Share a picture of your herd of milk bo le elephants on
social media using #EImerDay



How to Draw an Elephant

Learn how to draw Elmer and his elephant friends.
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Give him some legs.
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Add an ear, a tail and an eye.
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Practise drawing an elephant here.



ELMER’S Bingo Game

Use the grid below as the calling sheet for a game of bingo.
Cut out the pictures and place them in a bag or bowl. Then the leader
should pull the pictures out one at a time and call them out to the group.




ELMER’S Bingo Game

Cut out the cards below and give one to each player. Have each player choose 8 characters
from the bingo calling sheet to fill out their card using words, pictures, or by cu ing and
sticking a copy of the calling sheet.

Give each player a pile of plastic bricks or other colou ul small toys to use as bingo chips.
The first player to complete their grid and shout bingo wins.
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Make your own ELMER ears

You can be just like EImer with these colou ul, patchwork ears!

You will need:

......

White card
A pencil
Colouring pencils or felt tip pens

Glue or sticky tape

Scissors (We recommend a grown-up
does the cu ing out!)

Elmer ear template \_/\

Instructions:

@ Cut a strip of card to wrap around your head and

sit like a crown. Stick the ends of your headband together.

@ Cut out the ear template (also in this pack) and
draw around it twice on to card, then cut out the two ears.

@® Draw patches onto the ears and colour them in using
bright colours.

@ Fold the tab on the ears and apply glue or sticky tape.

@ Stick the ears to either side of the headband.

@ Now you are ready to join the parade! &g B
Share pictures of your patchwork §@E§§ﬁ%«@&y 139
creation on social media using e
#ElmerDay
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COLOUR IN THE BIRDS

The birds are off to join ElImer's parade. Can you help them paint their
feathers with lots of different colours and patterns?
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ELMER Colour Puzzle

Colour in the words as you find them

RED GREEN PINK ELMER
ORANGE BLUE BLACK GREY
YELLOW PURPLE WHITE RAINBOW
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Make a colou ul collage of

ELMER’S Jungle

Get creative with colour and make this jungle collage inspired
by David McKee’s a work.

You will need: Did you know?
David McKee was
A selection of EImer books for inspiration inspired by the plants
Some pieces of thick paper or thin card - use and flowers of the SO_Uth
whatever you have available, such as paper bags of France, where he lived

or cereal boxes for many years.

Brightly coloured paints - any type of paint will do
Pots for mixing colours

Scissors

Glue

Instructions:

@ Paint each of your pieces of paper inadi erent colour and
then leave them to dry. The trees and plants in ElImer’s jungle
aren't just green and brown, so mix lots of bright colours
so that you can create a collage as colou ul as EImer’s world.

@ When the paint has dried, cut the colou ul pieces of paper
into shapes inspired by the plants, trees and flowers in
Elmer’s jungle. Use the pictures in the Elmer
books as a sta ing point, but you can

also invent your own.

@ Spend some time playing around with
arranging the shapes into plants.
Then try out di erent ways of
arranging the plants into a jungle
scene before gluing them down.

® Finally, you can add
some extra details like
dots or stripes with
more paint.
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LEARN WITH i
ELMER & JUST LIKE US \PRIDE

1. EYFS: What makes me special?

Elmer is a story about celebrating being yourself. When Elmer tries to hide who he is, he feels
sad and so do his family and friends. When Elmer gets to be who he is, he is happy and so is
everyone else! We are all di erent but rather than hiding our di erences, we should celebrate
them.

How did Elmer feel at the end of the book? Why did he feel so happy?

What makes you special? How can you share and celebrate this with the people you
love? How can you celebrate the ways your friends are special?

2. KS1: What is Pride?

Elmer is a story about being yourself. In the end his family and friends
choose to celebrate ElImer being himself in a yearly celebration. This
can be a really good way to introduce ‘Pride’ to children.

What does pride mean? What are you proud of?

o p7-8:ls ElImer proud here? How do you know?
o pl3-14: What is EImer doing? Why is he doing this?
o p27-28:Is EImer proud here? How do you know?

When we say Pride (with a capital P!) we don’'t mean an everyday feeling of pride, but an
event and time of year when ce ain people celebrate their pride in who they are and who
they love. June is the month we celebrate Pride, and usually that's when lots of fun things
happen, o en there are parades or marches. We celebrate it to show that everyone can be
proud of who they are, no ma er who you love or what gender they are.

You may want to show some pictures of Pride events from around the world and directly
compare these to the final double page spread of ElImer. What are the similarities?

How can you celebrate your pride in who you are?

Access more resources:

If you're a teacher, you can access full lesson plans and slides on these topics by signing up for
free to School Diversity Week at www.justlikeus.org.

U (J g
ELMER Just Like Us, the LGBT+ young people’s charity, provides free * * *

educational resources as part of School Diversity Week, the

PRIDE UK-wide celebration of LGBT+ equality in primary and ]“St llke us

secondary schools that takes place every June.

THE LGBT+ YOUNG PEOPLE’'S CHARITY


http://www.justlikeus.org
https://www.justlikeus.org/home/get-involved/school-diversity-week/

LEARN WITH

ELMER andthe Rainbow

(for Early Years Foundation Stage)

1 RAINBOWS & STORMS

Show the children a copy of EImer and the
Rainbow. Ask them to predict from the front
cover what might happen in the story. Look at
the endpapers showing the illustration of the
rainbow. Ask the children if they have seen a
rainbow before. Do they know how a rainbow is
formed? Take notes of their ideas. Read the
first double page spread. Elmer says, “Thunder
and Lightning is exciting.” How do the children
feel about thunder and lightning?

2 HELPING HANDS

Read from the beginning of the book up until
“That’s awful, we must do something,” without
reading on to “I'll give it my colours.” What do
the children think has happened to the colours
of the rainbow? What do they think Elmer and
the birds could do to help? Scribe children’s
ideas around a copy of the illustration on a
working wall or in a Shared Reading Journal.
Read the next sentence, “I'll give it my colours.”
Do the children think this is a good idea? Why
or why not?

3 ACTS OF KINDNESS

Read from the beginning of the book, up until
Gira e asks, “What will happen to you, Elmer, if
you give it your colours?” Ask the children what

they think would happen to Elmer. They could

translate their ideas into a drawing, which can
then be displayed and the di erent ideas can
then be discussed. Talk about the huge act of
kindness Elmer is considering: giving up his
colours to the rainbow and thinking of
someone else before himself. Ask the children
to think of words and phrases to describe
Elmer and display them.

These activities are edited versions of those created by the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education. CLPE
To access the full resource, visit elmer.co.uk/activities " comeron et

Re-read the story from the beginning up until
“But what about ElImer?” whispered an
elephant. What do the children think will
happen as Elmer steps out from behind the
wate all? Record their predictions. Read the
next page to reveal whether they were
correct! Allow time for the children to re-
enact the story in a variety of ways. This could
be using small world figures, through roleplay
with masks, using puppets or props.

5 BOOK TALK

Re-read the whole book. Engage the children
in ‘book talk’ to explore their responses to the
story. Try asking the children the four basic
questions from Aidan Chambers' ‘Tell Me’
approach, which give children accessible

sta ing points for discussion: Tell me... was
there anything you liked about this book? Was
there anything that you pa icularly disliked...?
Was there anything that puzzled you? Were
there any pa erns... any connections that you
noticed...?

6 POSITIVE MESSAGES

Explore any connections that children have
drawn in point 5. Can they think of a time
they've helped someone else, been kind to
someone else, shown love to someone else or
helped to spread happiness? Think of ways
that we could all help to share kindness,
happiness, love and be helpful. Invite each
child to make a pledge to help share kindness,
happiness, love, and be helpful, and write
these on a coloured square. Across the se ing,
these can then be arranged to make a
patchwork rainbow for all to see.

/1N



http://elmer.co.uk/activities

LEARN WITH
ELMER -1« Stranger

1 STRANGERS

Show the children a copy of ElImer and the
Stranger. Discuss the word ‘stranger’. What do
they think it means? What do they associate
with the word? Who do they think is the stranger
in this story? Read the beginning of the book up
until “Let’s talk to him”. Why do they think the
animals view Kangaroo as a stranger? Collect
the children’s responses.

2 FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Read from the beginning of the book, up until
Kangaroo says: “I'll be laughed at”. Use the role
on the wall technique: on an outline of the
Kangaroo record feelings (inside the outline)
and outward appearances (outside the outline).
Ask the children how they think the animals see
Kangaroo from an outside perspective?
Encourage the children to make personal
connections with the character to encourage
empathy with his situation. Have they ever felt
like they can't do something? Have they ever
been laughed at? How did this make them feel?
How do they think Kangaroo feels on the inside?
Look at words like ‘hesitated’, ‘sobbed’, ‘'sni ed’
and ‘secretly’. What do these words tell us about
Kangaroo’s feelings?

3 ENCOURAGING WORDS

Read from the beginning of the book up to:
“Elmer laughed and le them.” Look carefully at
the words used by the other animals to
encourage Kangaroo: ‘beautifully’, impressive’.
What are they trying to do here? Talk about how
the animals might be able to encourage
Kangaroo when they come back. Write in role as
one of the characters a note of encouragement
to Kangaroo. How will they choose and use
words, such as the verbs, adverbs and adjectives
which have already been explored that will build
up Kangaroo’s confidence and encourage him to
keep trying.

These activities are edited versions of those created by the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education. CLPE
To access the full resource, visit elmer.co.uk/activities ‘ 3

(for Key Stage 1)

Re-read the story so far, and on until “/ didn’t
think about jumping.” What did the animals do
to help Kangaroo build his confidence and win
the competition? Explore the words and phrases
used to show how he might be feeling in the
text, such as: ‘bounced’, ‘laughed’ and ‘delighted.
How have his feelings changed when compared
to the beginning of the story? Encourage the
children to link this to personal experience. Have
they ever done something that at first they
thought would be di icult? How did it feel when
they managed to do it successfully? How could
we describe how he feels on the inside now?

5 BOOK TALK

Re-read the whole book. Engage the children in
‘book talk’ to explore their responses to the
story. Try asking the children the four basic
questions from Aidan Chambers’ ‘Tell Me’
approach, which give children accessible sta ing
points for discussion: Tell me... was there
anything you liked about this book? Was there
anything that you pa icularly disliked...? Was
there anything that puzzled you? Were there
any pa erns... any connections that you
noticed...?

6 MAKING FRIENDS

Ask the children to think back to the animals’
first impressions of Kangaroo. How do they feel
about him now? What might have happened if
they had dismissed Kangaroo at the beginning
for being ‘'strange’ in their eyes? Engage the
children in a wider discussion about not judging
people on first impressions. What did EImer and
the animals do to suppo Kangaroo? Children
might be able to link to personal experiences of
being new and making friends. Explore what
makes a good friend. Give each child a coloured
square and encourage them to write something
that makes a good friend on the square. Stick
these patches to a large wall display of an
outline of Elmer.

/1N



http://elmer.co.uk/activities

Promote Kindness and Friendship with

ELMER & Kidscape

The Elmer books contain messages of love, kindness and friendship. Here are ways you can use the Elmer
stories with children to prevent bullying, and suppo happy and healthy relationships.

= “R Rainbow of happiness and love

‘Some things you can give and give and not lose any. Things like happiness or love or my
colours’ EImer and the Rainbow

Work together to make a patchwork rainbow display. Pin all the ways you can share
happiness or love with others on the rainbow.

Make someone smile

‘If there was even ali le smile, it was usually EImer who sta ed it’ EImer

Elmer always makes someone smile. How can we make someone smile if they are sad? Ask
the children to think of three ways they can make someone smile or laugh. Put them in pairs
and ask them to practice making the other person laugh.

Elmer always says ‘Good morning'. Ask the children why it isimpo ant to say ‘Good Morning’.
What other things can you say that are ‘good manners’ and brighten up someone’s day?
Together you could design a poster of 10 things you like to say to one another in your class or
group.

Elmer always laughs with, not at people. Explain to the children the di erence between
laughing with someone, or at someone (e.g. ‘Ha, ha, you look like a silly gira €’ or ‘Do you
want to hear a funny joke?"). Ask the children if they have any jokes they would like to share.
The children could invent their own elephant jokes, with the joke that raises the loudest
laugh winning a prize.

Including everyone

““And everyone,” said Elmer, “means everyone!”’ Elmer’s Special Day

Elmer makes it possible for all the animals to join in the parade in EImer’s Special Day. How
doyou feelifyou are le out of agame? Why isitimpo ant to include other children in your
games?

Favourite teddies

‘All teddies are special, especially your own’ EImer and the Lost Teddy

Ask the children to bring in, or draw their favourite teddy. The children can take it in turns to
explain why it is their favourite teddy. Explain that all teddies are di erent, but all are loved.

David Mckee

ELMER

and Butterfly, a0 @

Helping others

‘Abu e lysaving an elephant, that’s a good one!” EImerand Bu e ly

In EImerand Bu e ly,Elmer doesn't think that Bu e ly could ever help him, but she does.
Explain to the children that they might only be li le but they can still help. How have they
helped someone before? Explain there are ways they can make someone feel be er and
times when, like Bu e lyin the story, they might need to get someone big to help (e.g. a
teacher or group leader). You could design ‘Here to help’ stickers or badges that the children
take it in turns to wear in the playground or in your group.

‘If we help it will soon be done’ EImer and the Hippos
In EImer and the Hippos, EImer helps the other elephants understand why they need to help
the Hippos. Who might need our help where we live or go to school? Who might need our
help in the world? If we needed help how would we want someone to make us feel? This
could be an oppo unity to work with the children to identify a local cause, national or
international charity that you would like to suppo

Kidscape is a UK based charity that gives hope and help to children and /(4 H

families concerned about bullying. If you would like to find out more ClIN\e K I D S C Cl p e
about the support Kidscape can offer to families and the programmes Help With Bullying
and training available for schools and youth groups, visit kidscape.org.uk
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David Mckee

David McKee

'WINNER OF THE BOOKTRUST LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Published May 2023
ISBN: 9781839131608
RRP: £799
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ELMER'S
BIRTHDAY

Andersen Press have partnered with leading dementia charity
Alzheimer’s Research UK on a special campaign for ElImer and the
Gift, the 30th EImer picture book written and illustrated by David
McKee. Alzheimer’s Research UK has provided notes for the back
of the paperback edition that can help families discuss the often
sensitive and difficult topic of dementia and memory loss.

Alzheimer’'s Research UK will also house
a special EImer site with further
resources online including a specially
filmed reading of the book by Will
Poulter, the star of the latest Marvel j ELMER l
Studios release The Guardians of the gl
Galaxy Volume 3.

See more here:

alzheimersresearchuk.org/campaign/
elmer/ /
Al

zheimer’s
Research
UK

ﬁ @elme hepatchworkelephant Elmer.co.uk
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